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STATE  RESTOCKING  PROGRAM  PLANNED 


NEW  COMMERCIAL 
FISHERIES  HEAD 
IS  AUTHORIZED 

House  Bill  No.  65  by  Represen- 
tative Blasi  and  Wimberly  author- 
izing the  Governor  to  appoint  a 
Director  of  Commercial  Fisheries 
and  Trapping  has  passed  both  the 
House  and  Senate  and  since  it  was 
designed  as  emergency  legislation 
the  Act  is  to  become  effective 
immediately  upon  approval  by  the 
Governor. 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  May  25th  by 
a  vote  of  89  to  1  and  passed  the 
Senate  on  June  8th  by  a  vote  of 
31  to  0.  It  was  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor on  June  14th. 


A  total  of  55  bills  pertaining 
to  wildlife  conservation  were 
introduced  in  the  Legislature 
and  of  these  39  were  in  the 
House  and  16  in  the  Senate. 
A  complete  legislative  digest  of 
wildlife  conservation  bills  will 
be    found   on  page   3. 

It  provides  that  the  Director  of 
Commercial  Fisheries  and  Trap- 
ping shall  employ  all  necessary 
personnel  and  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise such  authority  and  power  in 
relation  to  commercial  fisheries, 
including  oysters,  fish,  shrimp  and 
other  commercial  aquatic  life  and 
resources,  and  trapping  of  non- 
game  quadrupeds  or  wild  fur  bear- 
ing animals  and  alligators  in  the 
State  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law.  It  further  provides  that  all 
records,  equipment,  funds  and 
other  assets  in  relation  to  com- 
mercial fisheries,  aquatic  resources 
and  trapping,  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  Director  of  Commercial 
Fisheries  and  Trapping. 

Offices  shall  be  maintained  in 
the  Parish  of  Orleans  under  the 
terms  of  the  Act. 


Restocking  of  the  majestic  quail,  shown  in  above  photo,  and  other 
Id  game,  including  deer  and  turkey,  is  proposed  in  a  far-reaching  con- 
rvation   program,   recently   announced   by   Wild    Life  and    Fisheries   Com- 


serv 

ssioner   Ernest  S.  Clements. 


Legislature  Approves  Amendment 
To  Split  Up  Wild  Life  Department 


A  proposed  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  Louisiana  to  be 
submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  general  election  in  No- 
vember providing  for  a  split-up 
and  reorganization  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries, 
has   been   approved   by  the   Legis- 


lature. 

The  Bill,  known  as  House  Bill 
Number  66,  by  Representatives 
Blasi  and  Wimberly,  provides  for 
the  creation  of  a  Conservation 
Commission  to   include   a   Division 

(Continued  on  Page  5,  Column  4) 


SPECIAL  FUNDS 
APPROVED  FOR     ' 
DIG  PROGRAM 

Plans  are  under  way  for  a  com- 
prehensive and  far-reaching  fish 
and  game  restocking  program 
which  is  expected  to  be  the  big- 
gest ever  undertaken  in  Louisiana. 
Announcement  to  this  effect  was 
made  recently  by  Commissioner 
Ernest  S.  Clements  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
simultaneously  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bill  in  the  Legislature 
which  would  appropriate  $150,000 
a  year  for  each  year  of  the  1948- 
50  biennium  out  of  the  State's 
general  fund  to  the  Department 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing quail,  deer,  turkey  and 
other  wild  game,  and  restocking 
lakes  and  streams  with  fish. 

This  special  appropriation  bill 
known  as  H.  B.  244  was  intro- 
duced by  Representatives  Blasi, 
Wimberly,  Brister,  Fuglaar  and 
Bowdon  and  passed  the  House  on 
May  31  by  a  vote  of  92  to  0.  In 
the  Senate  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  This  Com- 
mittee reported  the  bill  favorably 
on  June  8th  and  at  the  time  of 
going  to  press  on  June  15,.  it  was 
on  the  Senate  calendar  for  final 
passage. 

Proposed  plans  for  the  restock- 
ing program  contemplate  the  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of  50,000 
quail,  1,000  wild  turkey  and  1,000 
deer.  Also  the  purchase  of  at  least 
three  additional  live  fish  transpor- 
tation trucks  are  included  in  the 
fish  restocking  program,  which 
with  three  such  trucks  at  present 
available,  will  double  the  Depart- 
ment's fish  transportation  facili- 
ties. It  is  contemplated  to  situate 
these  fish  trucks  and  their  crews 
in  various  sections  of  the  State. 
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Record  Total  of  175,482  Resident 
Hunting  Licenses  Sold  Last  Season 


Final  report  of  sales  of  hunting 
licenses  for  the  1947-48  season 
shows  that  a  total  of  175,482  resi- 
dent hunting  licenses  were  sold  in 
Louisiana  last  season,  which  ex- 
ceeds all  previous  records.  The 
previous  high  record  of  resident 
hunting  licenses  was  set  during 
the  1946-47  season  when  169,652 
licenses  were  sold. 

The  report  shows  also  that  a 
total  of  1,233  non-resident  hunt- 
:ng  licenses  were  sold  last  sea- 
son at  $25  each  compared  with  744 
non-resident  licenses  sold  the 
previous  year. 


A  detailed  report  of  the  sale 
of  angling,  hunting  and  trap- 
ping licenses  by  parishes  during 
the  past  season  will  be  found 
on  page  4. 


There  was  also  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  resi- 
dent angling  licenses  sold  during 
1947.  The  number  of  such  licenses 
sold  totaled  59,353  last  year  as 
compared  with  42,621  sold  during 
1946.  A  total  of  4,702  non-resi- 
dent angling  licenses  at  $10  each 
were  sold  in  1947,  as  compared 
with  5,808  annual  licenses  at  $5 
each  sold  in  1946,  and  4,480  4-day 
non-resident  licenses  which  sold 
for  $2  each. 

During  the  1947-48  season,  a 
total  of  9,899  trapping  licenses 
were  sold  compared  to  13,020  sold 
during  the  1946-47  season. 

East   Baton    Rouge   Leads 

East  Baton  Rouge  Parish  led 
the  state  in  the  sale  of  resident 
hunting  licenses  last  season  with 
11,775  licenses  sold,  followed 
closely  by  Orleans  Parish  with  11,- 
300.  Next  came  Caddo  with  10,- 
082  and  Calcasieu  with  9,097. 


Calcasieu  Parish  led  the  state 
in  the  sale  of  non-resident  hunt- 
ing licenses,  selling  more  than  half 
of  all  the  non-resident  licenses 
sold  in  the  entire  state  last  sea- 
son, with  670  non-residents  ob- 
taining their  licenses  in  that  par- 
ish. Caddo  Parish  came  next  with 
210  and  Madison  Parish  was  third 
with  48. 

Orleans    Leads    in    Angling 

Orleans  Parish  led  the  state  in 
the  sale  of  resident  angling  li- 
censes during  1947,  with  9,919. 
Next  in  order  were  Caddo  Parish, 
8,514  licenses;  East  Baton  Rouge, 
5,642;  Calcasieu,  3,763;  Ouachita, 
3,314;  Rapides,  3,101;  Natchi- 
toches 1,950;  and  Webster,  1,048. 

Natchitoches  Parish  led  in  the 
sale  of  non-resident  angling  li- 
censes last  year  with  993.  Next 
in  order  came  Caddo  Parish  with 
863,  Concordia  Parish,  758,  Cal- 
casieu 610  and  Tensas  with  448. 


OPELOUSAS   SPORTSMEN 
HONOR    HYACINTH   WORKERS 

The  Opelousas  Wildlife  Associa- 
tion held  a  barbecue  session  the 
first  week  in  June  in  honor  of 
the  water  hyacinth  crews  of  the 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment who  are  at  work  in  water 
hyacinth  eradication  work  in  St. 
Landry  Parish. 

Principal  speakers  were  Dr. 
James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief  biolo- 
gist and  Dr.  Alexander  G.  Bajkov, 
special  biologist  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  Owen  Edwards,  chief  of 
the  water  hyacinth  eradication 
crews. 

E.  G.  Burleigh,  president  of  the 
Opelousas  Wildlife  Association, 
presided. 


DUCK  FOOD  PLANTING 
UNDER  WAY  AT  PASS- 
A-LOUTRE  AREA 

An  additional  duck  food 
plainting  project  is  under  way 
at  the  Pass-a-Loutre  public 
shooting  grounds  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  it  is 
announced  b  y  Commissioner 
Ernest  S.  Clements.  Several 
crews  under  the  supervision  of 
Ellis  Loga  are  engaged  in 
planting  duck  food  on  some  25 
ponds  within  the  area,  the  Com- 
missioner  stated. 

Duck  food  being  planted  in- 
cludes Delta  Duck  Potatoe, 
Widgeon  grass,  Banana  water 
lily   and  Goose   grass. 

A  large  duck  food  planting 
program  on  Mash  Island  and 
State  Wildlife  Refuges  was  au- 
thorized last  month  and  over 
1000  acres  in  duck  food  have 
already  been  planted,  the  Com- 
missioned stated. 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 
OCCURRED   DURING    MAY 

Angling  Without  License 
Commercial  Fishing — No  License 
Possessing  Undersize  Game  Fish 
Fishing    Game    Fish    with    Illegal 

Tackle 
Possessing  Frogs  in  Closed  Season 
Hunting    Squirrel    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting  Deer  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 
Hunting    Rabbits    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting  Doves  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 
Hunting  Migratory   Waterfowl 

During  Closed  Season 
Hunting  Grosbeck 
Pollution  of  Stream 

A   starfish   will    eat   more    than 
eight  oysters  in   a  day. 


Tightening  of 
Pollution  Laws 
Proposed  in  Bills 

Three  measures  pertaining  to 
pollution  are  pending  in  the 
Legislature. 

Senate  Bill  Number  331  by 
Senator  Gardiner  passed  the  Sen- 
ate on  June  8th  by  a  vote  of  32 
to  0  and  it  now  needs  only  ap- 
proval by  the  House  for  its  enact- 
ment. 

This  Bill  provides  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  shall  be 
chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Stream 
Control  Commission  and  that  its 
other  members  shall  include  the 
Commission  of  Agriculture,  the 
Director  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Industry,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
or  their  representatives. 

It  provides  further  that  agents 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  shall  be  empowered 
to  enforce  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Stream  Control  Com- 
mission. 

In  the  House  this  Bill  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Conser- 
vation. This  Committee  reported 
the  measure  favorably  on  June 
14th  and  it  is  now  on  the  House 
calendar  awaiting  final  passage. 

Another  Bill,  Senate  Bill  num- 
er  279  by  Senator  Pucket  Willis 
provides  for  fines  of  from  $100 
to  $10,000  or  jail  sentences  from 
30  days  to  one  year  in  jail  for 
violation  of  stream  pollution  laws. 
This  measure  is  still  pending  in 
the   Senate. 

Still  another  measure  pertain- 
ing to  pollution,  is  House  Bill  num- 
ber 674  by  Representative  Sylves- 
ter, which  provides  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $12,000  a  year  to  the 
Stream  Control  Commission.  The 
bill  has  been  referred  to  the  House 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 
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DIGEST  OF  LEGISLATIVE  BILLS 
PERTAINING  TO  CONSERVATION 


He 


Bills 


H.  B.  6,  Montgomery — Appro- 
priate $100,000.00  to  Turkey 
Creek  game  and  fish  preserve. 

H.  B.  12,  Brown  et  al — Fix  out 
of  state  fishing  licenses  at  $5  per 
year  or  $2  for  four  days. 

H.  B.  14,  Brown  et  al — Placing 
Cross  Lake  in  Caddo  Parish  under 
the  police  powers  of  the  City  of 
Shreveport. 

H.  B.  65,  Blasi  and  Wim- 
berly — Authorize  governor  to  ap- 
point director  of  commercial  fish- 
eries and  trapping  and  fix  his 
salary. 

H.  B.  66,  Blasi  and  Wimberly — 
Proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment creating  division  of  commer- 
cial fisheries  and  trapping  and  a 
division  of  wild  life  out  of  present 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment and  to  make  Commissioner 
of  Wild  Life  chairman  of  Louisi- 
ana Forestry  Commission. 

H.  B.  73,  Brignac  and  Roberts — 
Shorten  open  season  on  rabbits. 

H.  B.  162,  Wimberly  et  al — 
Appropriate  $210,000  for  comple- 
tion of  dam  and  other  construc- 
tion at  Lake  Bistineau. 

H.  B.  195,  Williams — Authorize 
Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries to  contract  for  use  of  priv- 
ately owned  lands  for  not  less 
than  25  years  for  establishing 
game  or  fish  preserves. 

H.  B.  218,  Thompson  et  al— 
Appropriate  $1,177,850  to  State 
Parks  Commission  for  improve- 
ment of  state  parks. 

H.  B.  222,  Balsi  et  al— Fix 
resident  hunting  licenses  at  $1.00. 

H.  B.  244,  Blasi  et  al — Appro- 
priate $150,000  to  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  for  re- 
stocking game  and  fish. 

H.  B.  246,  DeMoss  et  al — Estab- 
lish Northwest  Louisiana  Game  and 
Fish  Preserve  out  of  Black,  Saline 
and  Clear  lakes  in  Natchitoches 
and  Winn  Parishes. 

H.  B.  275  and  276,  Fontenot  et 
al — Exempt  commercial  fishermen, 
trappers  and  farmers  from  gaso- 
line tax. 

H.  B.  296,  Kennedy  and  Mad- 
den— Create  and  establish  Loutre 
game  and  fish  preserve  in  Union 
Parish. 

H.  B.  356,  Toups  et  al — To 
change  definition  of  inside  and 
outside  waters  in  regard  to  com- 
mercial shrimping  and  to  change 
the  seasons. 

H.  B.  381,  Friedman  and  San- 
ders— Appropriate  $15,000  for  re- 
pairing Allen  dam  in  Northwest 
Louisiana  game  and  fish  preserve. 

H.    B.   384,   Fortson   et  al — Ap- 


propriate $350,000  to  establish 
Catahoula  lake  game  and  fish  pre- 
serve. 

H.  B.  410,  Brownell  et  al — Limit 
size  of  seines  for  taking  fresh 
water  commercial  fish. 

H.  B.  4a5,  Williams — Appropri- 
ate $10,000  to  Bayou  Pierre  game 
and   fish  preserve. 

H.  B.  497,  Savoy  —  Prohibit 
seining  in  Lake  Verret. 

H.  B.  504,  Cashio  —  Change 
game  seasons.     (Withdrawn). 

M.  B.  507,  Toups — Appropriate 
$60,000  for  purchase  oi  site  for 
state  park  on  Grand  Isle. 

H.  B.  549,  Walker — Appropri- 
ate $25,000  for  a  survey  and 
repair  of  latt  lake  dam  in  Grant 
Parish. 

H.  B.  557,  Blister  et  al — Appro- 
priate $200,000  for  a  dam  at 
outlet  of  Cedar  Lake  in  Rapides 
Parish. 

H.  B.  604,  Hagerty— Prohibit 
leasing  lands  for  trapping  which 
requires  lessee  to  sell  to  lessor. 

H.  B.  673,  DeMoss — Appropri- 
ate $200,000  for  Red  River-Bien- 
ville   game   and   fish   preserve. 

H.  B.  674,  Sylvester — Appro- 
priate $12,000  a  year  to  stream 
control  commission. 

H.  B.  723,  Broussard — Regulate 
fishing  in   inside  waters   of  state. 

H.  B.  Brister — Fix  open  season 
on  game  birds. 

H.  B.  726,  Brister — Fix  open 
season  on  game  quadrupeds. 

H.  B.  727,  Brister — Regulate 
taking  of  fish. 

H.  B.  753,  Gravolet — To  con- 
serve fish  and  all  aquatic  act. 

H.  B.  769,  Anderson  et  al — Ap- 
propriate $40,000  for  purchase  of 
land  for  Anacoco  Prairie  state 
game  and  fish  preserve. 

H.  B.  770,  Anderson  et  all — Ap- 
propriate $275,000  for  construct- 
ing dams  on  Bayou  Anacoco. 

H.  B.  771,  Anderson  et  al — 
Proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  increase  to  10  members 
of  Louisiana  Forestry  Commission. 

H.  B.  773,  Anderson  et  al — In- 
crease severance  tax  on  forest 
products. 

H.  B.  774,  Anderson  et  al — 
Provide  for  sale  of  seedlings  and 
trees  by  Louisiana  Forestry  Com- 
mission. 

H.  B.  826,  Beeson  et  tal — Regu- 
late leasing  for  trapping. 
Senate  Bills 

S.  B.  3,  Tooke — Reduce  out-of- 
state  fishing  licenses  from  $10  to 
$5  and  provide  temporary  4-day 
tourist  license  for  $2. 

S.  B.  14,  Boucher — Increase  size 
of  minnow  seines  from   20  to   40 


feet    (Withdrawn). 

S.  B.  37,  Brumfield — Limit 
bag  on  rabbits  to  three  a  day  or 
120    a    season. 

S.  B.  63,  Oliver — Fix  bag  on 
raccoons  and  opossums  at  two  per 
day  or  20  for  the  season.  (With- 
drawn). 

S.  B.  106,  Broucher  —  Prohibit 
sale  of  minnows  outside  of  Loui- 
siana. 

S.  B.  119,  Rappelet — Fix  non- 
resident commercial  fisherman's  li- 
cense at  $200  per  year,  and  for 
non-resident  commercial  fishing 
boat  license  at  $2,500. 

S.  B.  144,  Rappelet  and  Stumpf 
— Repeal  fishermen's  license. 

S.  B.  185,  Folse  —  Amend  act 
relative  to  leasing  of  state  lands 
for  trapping  purposes  to  remove 
640-acre  limit. 

S.  B.  219,  Rappelet — Authorize 
state  parks  commission  to  estab- 
lish public  park  on  Grand  Isle. 

S.  B.  225,  Rappelet — Require 
oil  companies  conducting  explora- 
tory work  to  erect  warning  signs 
and  to  remove  pipes  and  equip- 
ment from  water  bottoms  within 
five  days  after  work  is  completed. 

S.  B.  279,  Pucket  Willis — Pro- 
hibit stream  pollution  and  to  pro- 
vide fine  of  from  $100  to  $10,- 
000  or  30  days  to  one  year  in 
jail  for  violation. 

S.  B.  281,  Carbajal — Provide 
for  payment  to  trapper  of  65  per 
cent  of  furs  trapped. 

S.  B.  282,  Wheat — Authorize 
construction  of  dam  across  Grand 
Bayou. 

S.  B.  290.  Stumpf — Provide  for 
registration  of  hunting  dogs  and 
making  killing  them  illegal. 

S.  B.  329,  Gardiner — Recreate 
state  parks  commission  making 
the  Commissioner  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries,  Chairman. 

S.  B.  331,  Gardiner — Amend  act 
creating  stream  control  commis- 
sion. 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED 
DURING  MAY 

Assumption 2 

Catahoula  2 

Claiborne   1 

Concordia  .  6 

East  Baton  Rouge 2 

East  Carroll  6 

Franklin   3 

Lafourche     2 

LaSalle  1 

Lincoln  1 

Ouachita  5 

Pointe  Coupee  7 

St.  Charles  1 

St.  John  4 

St.  Landry  1 

St.  Tammany  1 

Frogs  and  toads  use  their  eyes 
to  help  them  swallow.  The  eye- 
balls   are    pulled    down,    and    the 


Changes  in  Seasons 
And  Bag  Limits  Are 
Proposed  in  Bills 

A  number  of  changes  in  Loui- 
siana game  regulations  are  pro- 
posed in  bills  pending  in  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Most  important  of  these  changes 
are  provided  in  House  Bills  725 
and  726  by  Representative  Brister. 

House  Bill  725  provides  for  a 
closed  season  on  wild  turkey  for 
two  years  from  and  after  the 
effective  day  of  the  Act.  Present 
law  provides  a  15-day  open  season 
from  April  1  to  April  15  on  wild 
turkey  gobblers.  This  bill  passed 
the  House  on  June  10. 

Principal  features  of  House  Bill 
726  provides  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  shall  have  au- 
thority to  set  the  season  on  deer 
not  to  exceed  45  days  in  any  par- 
ish within  the  dates  of  Novem- 
ber 15th  to  January  10th. 

Other  proposed  changes  includes 
the  following: 

The  season  on  squirrels  shall  be 
from  November  1st  to  January 
15th.  Present  dates  are  Octo- 
ber 1st  to  January  15th. 

Change  season  on  Chipmunks  to 
November  1st  to  January  15th. 
Present  dates  are  October  1st  to 
February  1st. 

Provide  a  closed  season  on  bear 
for  a  period  of  two  years  from 
and  after  the  effective  date  of  the 
Act.  The  present  season  on  bear 
is  November  1st  to  January  1st. 

Proposed  season  on  hares  or 
rabbits  is  October  15  to  February 
15.  Present  dates  are  October  1 
to  March  1.  A  bag  limit  of  five 
rabbits  a  day  is  provided  whereas 
the  present  law  provides  no  limit, 
and  also  their  sale  is  prohibited 
whereas  present  law  does  not  con- 
tain such  prohibition. 

The  bill  also  proposes  a  change 
in  the  season  limit  on  squirrels 
and  chipmunks  to  80  a  season, 
while  present  law  permits  120  a 
season.  This  bill  is  on  the  House 
Calendar  for  final  passage. 

Another  game  bill,  Senate  Bill 
37  by  Senator  Brumfield  pro- 
poses a  change  in  the  season  on 
rabbits  from  October  15th  to 
February  15th,  and  provides  for 
a  bag  limit  of  three  rabbits  a  day 
and  120  a  season.  This  bill  is  be- 
fore the  Senate  Committee  on 
Fish,  Game  and  Wildlife. 


Snakes  cannot  travel  as  fast 
as  some  people  suspect.  One  spe- 
cies of  king  snake  has  a  maximum 
speed  of  .72  miles  an  hour,  a  bull 
snake  1.18  miles  an  hour  and  the 
red  racer  of  California  3.60  miles 
an  hour. 
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REPORT  OF  ANGLING,  HUNTING  AND  TRAPPING  LICENSES  FOR  1947-48 


For 

Year  1947 

Season  1947 

-48 

Angl 

ing  License 

Hunting  License 

Res. 

Non-Res. 

Resident 

Non-Res. 

@ 

Annual  @ 

@ 

Annual  (w 

$1.00 

$10.00 

$2.00 

$25.00 

420 

1 

3,362 

none 

459 

none 

2,436 

none 

314 

none 

1,787 

none 

126 

4 

1,182 

none 

436 

none 

1,858 

none 

391 

7 

1,844 

2 

247 

7 

1,276 

none 

766 

135 

2,072 

none 

8,514 

863 

10,082 

210 

3,763 

610 

9,097 

670 

221 

none 

1,193 

1 

156 

63 

939 

52 

337 

15 

1,617 

3 

680 

45 

1,421 

2 

922 

758 

1,359 

22 

646 

27 

2,036 

8 

5,642 

10 

11,775 

1 

375 

115 

1,502 

17 

117 

3 

1,086 

6 

423 

22 

2,030 

none 

447 

2 

2,952 

none 

523 

3 

2,028 

none 

332 

1 

2,540 

7 

250 

1 

1,830 

none 

661 

2 

1,919 

none 

39S 

none 

3,850 

none 

69S 

12 

2,849 

2 

70S 

1 

2,875 

3 

327 

none 

3,200 

none 

721 

3 

1,840 

none 

642 

13 

1,676 

2 

271 

19 

1,351 

none 

411 

161 

1,350 

48 

875 

5 

3,887 

1 

1,950 

993 

3,752 

9 

9,919 

99 

11,300 

30 

3,314 

8 

7,517 

6 

33 

none 

986 

none 

381 

6 

1,459 

none 

3,101 

7 

7,452 

9 

265 

25 

1,139 

2 

506 

2 

3.0S7 

none 

264 

5 

2,171 

none 

50 

none 

750 

none 

180 

none 

1,330 

none 

29 

none 

278 

none 

76 

none 

901 

none 

35 

none 

702 

none 

830 

1 

4,917 

1 

54 

none 

1,237 

none 

212 

none 

2,565 

4 

426 

31 

2,315 

9 

563 

35 

2,984 

1 

457 

44S 

1,686 

34 

440 

6 

3,928 

25 

284 

44 

1,561 

18 

140 

none 

2,336 

16 

672 

1 

2,688 

3 

464 

19 

2,975 

none 

1,048 

7 

2,779 

1 

305 

none 

841 

none 

270 

8 

2,891 

7 

51 

2 

742 

none 

815 

47 

2,112 

1 

4,702 

175,482 

$2.00 


Acadia    

Allen     

Ascension    

Assumption    

Avoyelles    

Beauregard    

Bienville    

Bossier 

Caddo     

Calcasieu     ........ 

Caldwell    .:...:... 

Cameron    

Catahoula   

Claiborne    

Concordia   

DeSoto 

East  Baton  Rouge 

East   Carroll    

East  Feliciana    .  . . 

Evangeline   

Franklin    

Grant    

Iberia   

Iberville     

Jackson   

Jefferson     

Jeff.   Davis    

Lafayette    

Lafourche   

LaSalle    

Lincoln    

Livingston     

Madison     

Morehouse    

Natchitoches    

Orleans    

Ouachita 
Plaquemines    ...... 

Pointe   Coupee    .  . . 

Rapides   

Red  River 

Richland    

Sabine    

St.  Bernard    ...... 

St.  Charles   

St.   Helena    

St.  James    

St.   John    

St.  Landry   

St.   Martin    

St.  Mary    

St.   Tammany    .... 

Tangipahoa    

Tensas 

Terrebonne     

Union      

Vermilion    

Vernon 

Washington    

Webster     

West  Baton  Rouge 

West  Carroll  

West  Feliciana  .  .  . 
Winn  

Totals 


145 

56 


119 

244 

238 

90 

495 

48 

51 

97 

114 

37 

140 

23 

37 

65 


142 

196 
214 
794 
134 
619 
41 
100 
111 
202 
137 
200 
177 
8 
145 
45 
43 


111 
,057 


418 
105 


134 

8 
109 
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TEXT  OF  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMEND- 
MENT PROVIDING  FOR  SPLIT-UP  OF 
THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  WILD  LIFE 
AND  FISHERIES 


Here  is  the  text  of  the  proposed 
Constitutional  Amendment  provid- 
ing for  a  split  up  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries into  a  Conservation  Commis- 
sion to  consist  of  a  Division  of 
Commercial  Fisheries  and  Trap- 
ping and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild 
Life.  The  Amendment  has  passed 
both  the  House  and  the  Senate  by 
the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  and 
will  be  submitted  to  the  citizens 
of  Louisiana  at  the  general  elec- 
tion next  November. 

House  Bill  No.  66 
By   Messrs.   Bias!   and  Wimberly 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION 
Proposing  a  n  amendment  to 
paragraph  (A)  of  Section  1  of 
Article  VI  of  the  Constitution  of 
Louisiana,  creating  a  Conservation 
Commission  including  a  Division  of 
Commercial  Fisheries  and  Trap- 
ping and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild 
Life,  and  prescribing  their  author- 
ity relative  to  natural  resources  of 
the  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  two- 
thirds  of  the  membership  elected 
to  each  House  concurring,  that 
there  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
electors  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
for  their  approval  or  rejection  in 
the  manner  provided  for  by  law, 
a  proposition  to  amend  paragraph 
(A)  of  Section  1  of  Article  VI  of 
the  Constitution  of  Louisiana  so 
that  the  same  shall  hereafter  read 
as  follows: 

Section  1  (A)  For  that  purpose 
the  wild  life  of  the  State,  includ- 
ing wild  game  and  nongame  quad- 
rupeds or  animals,  game,  oysters, 
fish,  shrimp  and  other  aquatic  life, 
are  hereby  placed  under  a  Con- 
servation Commission  which  is 
hereby  created  and  established  in 
the  Executive  Department.  The 
Conservation  Commission  shall  be 
domiciled  in  the  Parish  of  Orleans, 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  shall 
consist  of  a  Division  of  Commer- 
cial Fisheries  and  Trapping,  to  be 
directed  and  controlled  by  a  Com- 
missioner, and  a  Division  of  Game 
Wild  Life,  to  be  directed  and  con- 
trolled by  a  Commissioner.  The 
Commissioners  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  shall  serve 
at  his  pleasure;  and  the  Governor 
ernor  shall,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
shall  fix  their  salaries,  payable  on 
their  own  warrant.  In  case  of  a 
vacancy   for   any    cause   the    Gov- 


vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  fill 
said  offices  by  appointment  for  the 
unexpired  term. 

The  Commissioner  of  Commer- 
cial Fisheries  and  Trapping  shall 
represent  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission in  all  legal  matters  per- 
taining to  his  Division,  employ  all 
personnel  of  his  Division,  and  shall 
have  and  exercise  such  authority 
and  power  in  relation  to  commer- 
cial fisheries,  including  oysters, 
fish,  shrimp,  and  other  commercial 
aquatic  life  and  resources  and 
trapping  of  non-game  quadrupeds, 
or  wild  fur  bearing  animals  and 
alligators  in  the  State,  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law,  including  the 
provisions  of  Acts  Nos.  42  of  1914, 
80  of  1926,  67  of  1932,  132  of 
1934,  143  and  145  of  1942,  and 
210  of  1946,  or  any  amendments 
thereof,  and  any  other  laws,  inso- 
far as  they  relate  thereto,  and  any 
function  or  authority  vested  by 
law,  and  all  records,  equipment, 
funds  and  other  assets  in  relation 
to  said  commercial  fisheries  and 
aquatic  resources  and  trapping  are 
hereby  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Commercial  Fisheries  and 
Trapping. 

The  Commissioner  of  Game 
Wild  Life  shall  be  domiciled  in  Or- 
leans or  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish 
at  discretion  of  the  Governor  and 
shall  represent  the  Conservation 
Commission  in  all  legal  matters 
pertaining  to  his  Division,  employ 
all  personnel  in  his  Division  and 
shall  have  and  exercise  such  au- 
thority and  power  in  relation  to 
game  fishing  and  hunting  in  the 
State  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 
including  the  provisions  of  Acts 
273  of  1926,  68  of  1932,  or  any 
amendments  thereof,  and  any  other 
laws,  insofar  as  they  relate  there- 
to, and  any  function  or  authority 
vested  by  law  and  all  records, 
equipment,  funds  and  other  assets 
in  relation  to  the  practice  of  game 
fishing  and  hunting  in  the  State 
are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Game  Wild  Life. 

The  Commissioner  of  Game 
Wild  Life  shall  serve  as  ex-officio 
member  and  chairman  of  the  Loui- 
siana Forestry  Commission.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  five  members  of 
the  Louisiana  Forestry  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Governor  under 
the  provisions  of  paragraph  (B) 
of  this  Section,  the  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission  shall  have  five 
other    members    to    be    appointed 


by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
for  terms  of  four  years. 

The  above  provisions  shall  be 
self-operative,  and  any  provisions 
of  Section  1  in  conflict  herewith 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  2.  That  said  proposed 
amendment  be  so  submitted  to  said 
electors  at  the  next  election  for 
Representative  in  Congress,  to  be 
held  in  Louisiana,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  next  following  the  first 
Monday  of  November,  1948. 

Section  3.  That  on  the  official 
ballot  to  be  used  at  said  election, 
there  shall  be  printed: 

"FOR  the  proposed  amendment 
to  Paragraph  (A)  of  Section  1  of 
Article  VI  of  the  Constitution, 
creating  a  Conservation  Commis- 
sion including  a  Division  of  Com- 
mercial Fisheries  and  Trapping 
and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild  Life, 
and  prescribing  their  authority  in 
relation  to  the  natural  resources 
of  the  State," 

"AGAINST  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  paragraph  (A)  of  Section 
1  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution, 
creating  a  Conservation  Commis- 
sion, including  a  Division  of  Com- 
mercial Fisheries  and  Trapping 
and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild  Life, 
and  prescribing  their  authority  in 
relation  to  the  natural  resources 
of  the  State," 

and  each  elector  voting  on  said 
proposition  for  so  amending  said 
Constitution  shall  indicate  his  vote 
relative  thereto  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  general  election 
laws  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


BILL   PROPOSES   TO 
PROHIBIT  TAKING  OF 
MINNOWS   OUT  OF  STATE 

A  bill  making  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  carry,  take,  convey 
or  transport  out  of  the  state  any 
minnows  or  other  aquatic  fish 
bait  taken  from  Louisiana  waters 
for  use  or  sale  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  June  7th  and  has  been 
referred  in  the  House  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conservation. 

The  Bill,  S.  106,  was  introduced 
by  Senator  Boucher.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  would  not  apply 
to  persons  who  grow  minnows  or 
other  aquatic  fish  bait  on  privately 
owned  and  artifically  created 
waters,  nor  would  it  apply  to 
persons  who  take  minnows  for  use 
or  sale  into  any  area  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  that  might  be  gulfward 
from  the  martime  limits  of  Loui- 
siana. 

Penalty  for  violation  is  fixed  in 
the  bill  at  fine  of  not  less  than 
$25  nor  more  than  $100  or  im- 
prisonment for  not  more  than 
three  months,  or  both. 


Split-Up  of  Wildlife 
Department  Wins 
Legislative  Approval 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 
of  Commercial  Fisheries  and  Trap- 
ping and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild 
Life. 

It  provides  that  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission  shall  consist  of 
a  Division  of  Commercial  Fish- 
eries and  Trapping,  to  be  directed 
and  controlled  by  a  Commissioner 
and  a  Division  of  Game  Wild  Life, 
to  be  directed  and  controlled  by 
a  Commissioner,  and  both  Com- 
missioners are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor. 

The  Commissioner  of  Commer- 
cial Fisheries  and  Trapping  shall 
have  and  exercise  such  authority 
and  power  in  relation  to  commer- 
cial fisheries,  including  oysters, 
fish,  shrimp  and  other  commercial 
aquatic  life  and  resources  and  trap- 
ping of  non-game  quadrupeds  or 
wild  fur  bearing  animals  and  alli- 
gators in  the  State  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law  and  provides  for 
the  transfer  of  all  records,  equip- 
ment, funds  and  other  assets  in 
relation  to  commercial  fisheries 
and  aquatic  resources  and  trap- 
ping to  the  Commissioner  of  Com- 
mercial Fisheries  and  Trapping. 

The  Commissioner  of  Game 
Wild  Life  shall  have  and  exercise 
such  authority  and  power  in  rela- 
tion to  game  fishing  and  hunting 
in  the  State  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law  and  provides  that  all  rec- 
ords, equipment,  funds  and  other 
assets  in  relation  to  game  fishing 
and  hunting  in  the  State  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Game  Wild  Life.  It  provides 
further  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Game  Wild  Life  shall  be  domiciled 
in  Orleans  or  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Governor. 

Further,  the  Amendment  pro- 
vides that  the  Commissioner  of 
Game  Wild  Life  shall  serve  as  ex- 
officio  member  and  chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  Forestry  Commis- 
sion, and  that  an  additional  five 
members  of  the  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor. 

The  Proposed  Constitutional 
Amendment  was  passed  in  the 
House  on  May  25th  by  a  vote 
of  89  to  5,  and  was  passed  in  the 
Senate  on  June  8th  by  a  vote  of 
33  to  0.  It  will  appear  on  the  ballot 
at  the  general  election  in  No- 
vember. 

A  species  of  bee  called  magaco- 
lide  caused  G.  I.'s  considerable 
trouble  on  a  South  Pacific  island. 
Not  by  stinging  them,  but  by 
building  their  houses  in  the  bores 
of  military  rifles. 
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A  BUSINESS  VIEW  OF  WILDLIFE  CONSERVATION 


By  James  Ford  Bell 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  are 
definite  limitations  to  the  applica- 
tion of  business  management  prin- 
ciples to  a  problem  as  saturated 
with  controversy  and  public  inter 
est  as  is  game  and  fish  conserva- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  the  objec- 
tives are  clearly  identical.  The 
natural  resources  of  game  and  fish, 
like  business,  must  be  managed  in 
the  interests  of  all  the  people. 

Sportsmen  tend  to  forget  that 
hunting  and  fishing  as  we  know 
them  are  not  vested  privileges,  but 
rather  an  endowed  heritage  pecu- 
liar to  America.  In  the  old  world 
these  pleasures  originally  were  re- 
served for  the  nobility  and  landed 
gentry,  and  ownership  of  game 
centered  in  the  crown  or  the  indi- 
vidual estate.  In  general  this  policy 
continues  there  today.  In  America, 
thanks  to  the  bounty  of  resources 
and  guarantee  written  into  our 
basic  law,  game  and  fish  are  con- 
trolled by  the  state  in  its  sovereign 
capacity  and  managed  for  all  its 
citizens. 


(Editor's  Note:  The  author  of 
the  accompanying  article,  Mr. 
James  Ford  Bell,  is  an  eminent 
American  business  leader  and 
one  of  Minnesota's  outstanding 
industrialists.  The  article  first 
appeared  in  the  Conservation 
Volunteer,  official  publication 
of  the  Minnesota  Department  of 
Conservation.  We  believe  Mr. 
Bell's  message  should  be  of  in- 
terest to  those  in  Louisiana 
interested  in  wildlife  conserva- 
tion and  it  is  being  reprinted  in 
the    public    interest.) 


The  point  to  be  emphasized  is 
that  this  common  ownership  im- 
plies a  special  obligation  as  well 
as  a  privilege.  Too  often  Ameri- 
cans shirk  their  individual  respon- 
sibility for  maintaining  our  game 
and  fish  supply.  This  respon- 
sibility is  best  discharged  by  pro- 
viding money  adequate  to  support 
efficient  management. 

To  operate  a  business  effi- 
ciently, certain  standard  proce- 
dures must  be  fololwed,  among 
them: 

1.  Accounting     and     inventory 
control. 

2.  Establishment  of  production 
(or  sales)   quotas. 

3.  Capitalization,     or     procure- 
ment of  finances. 

4.  Agreement      o  n      long-term 
operating  policy. 

Admittedly  these  are  only  a  few 
of  the  many  considerations  that 
must  enter  into  the  management 
of  a  business.  But  they  are  funda- 
mental.   Let   us   consider,    briefly, 


their  application  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  complex  natural  re- 
source such  as  our  game  and  fish 
supply. 

Accounting  and  Inventory  Con- 
trol. Before  game  and  fish  can  be 
managed,  we  must  know  what  we 
have.  Whatever  the  cost  of  ob- 
taining this  information,  it  must 
be  secured  accurately  and  at 
timely  intervals.  Upon  it  must  be 
based  such  decisions  as  the  dates 
and  volume  of  harvest  and  the 
countless  other  regulations  looking 
to  wise  usage.  Our  accounting 
must  be  standardized  on  a  pattern 
that  will  win  the  ready  acceptance 
and  confidence  of  all  citizens. 

Establishment  o  f  Production 
Quotas.  What  do  we  lack,  and  how 
much  of  it?  This  can  be  determined 
from  the  inventory.  Deficiencies 
must  be  underlined  and  widely 
publicized.  Action  must  follow 
promptly  to  build  up  inventories. 
This  production  should  be  budg- 
eted so  that  management  will 
know  what  it  will  have  to  work 
with  in  the  future. 

Capitalization     or     Finances. 

Whatever  it  costs  to  maintain  our 
resources  on  a  level  to  meet  all 
needs  comes  under  this  heading, 
jj'irst  of  all,  we  must  see  to  it  that 
hunting  and  fishing  license  reve- 
nues, upon  which  game  and  fish 
depend  for  support  in  this  state, 
are  not  diverted  to  other  uses.  If 
the  present  fees  are  inadequate, 
wc  must  dig  down  into  our  pockets 
and  produce  enough  money  to  do 
the  job.  It  may  cost  you  $25  for 
an  auto  license  in  a  given  year, 
yet  two  adult  residents  can  fish 
twelve  months  on  a  fee  of  $1.50. 
The  expense  of  game  and  fish  is 
the  obligation  we  must  assume  for 
enjoying  it.  There  is  no  alterna- 
tive. 

Long-term       Operating       Policy. 

This  really  combines  the  first  three 
principles.  It  is  to  our  advantage 
that  our  long-range  policy  of  man- 
agement be  written  for  all  to  see, 
and  that  it  be  revised  from  time 
to  time  according  to  the  dictates 
of  necessity.  In  this  way  we  can 
better  "sell"  the  plan  and  the 
finances  needed  to  carry  it.  If  all 
the  goals  are  not  attained  imme- 
diately, they  will  be  projected  in 
orderly  fashion. 

There  is  no  broad  and  smooth 
highway  to  a  land  teeming  with 
game  and  fish.  To  manage  a  re- 
source that  is  annually  tapped  by 
some  one  million  Minnesotans  and 
visitors  is  a  gigantic  task,  particu- 
larly when,  as  is  now  true,  we 
have  less  than  one  dollar  to  spend 
each  year  in  management  for  each 


hunter    and    fisherman    who    stands 
to    benefit! 

One  important  task  of  our  pub- 
licity and  information  should  be 
to  point  up  the  necessity  for  dedi- 
cating more  money  to  the  task 
before  us.  The  needs  of  education, 
particularly  in  the  adult  field, 
should  not  be  overlooked.  The  peo- 
ple must  be  kept  informed  through 
constant  repetition  of  the  program 
as  it  unfolds.  But  more  important, 
we  must  meet  the  immediate  needs 
of  the  problem,  and  in  full.  For 
years,  it  appears,  we  have  been 
"winking"  at  several  pressing  con- 
ditions, such  as  the  control  of  carp 
in  our  southern  lakes,  the  compen- 
sation of  farmers  for  damage  by 
game    or    for    hunting    privileges, 


JAMES    FORD    BELL 

and  the  encouragement  of  good  up- 
land game  management  practices 
among  land  owners  where  birds 
can  be  raised  most  efficiently  in 
the  field.  These  are  only  a  few.  To 
solve  any  or  all  of  them  will  cost 
money.  We  must  be  prepared  to 
pay  the  price  or  stand  the  conse- 
quences of  a  game  and  fish  supply 
facing  slow  exhaustion  before 
ever-increasing  hunting  and  fish- 
ing pressure. 

Our  good  friend  Izaak  Walton 
was  endowed  with  unusual  vision. 
Three  hundred  years  ago  he  no 
doubt  had  in  mind  the  thousands 
of  self-appointed  "experts"  on  all 
things  game  and  fish  when  he 
wrote,  "That  which  is  everybody's 
business  is  nobody's  business." 
Game  and  fish  threatens  to  wither 
away  to  "nobody's  business"  or  to 
no  business  at  all  if  we  fail  to 
agree  on  a  production  program 
supported  by  a  long-range  plan 
with  adequate  finances.  The  sooner 
this  basic  thinking  is  accepted,  the 
better. 

Whether  a  sportsman  is  a  con- 


servationist depends  on  his  state  of 
mind.  If  he  decides  to  be  one — and 
it  goes  without  saying  that  every 
sportsman  should  be — he  can  carry 
out  his  desire  by  obeying  the  laws, 
by  encouraging  compliance  from 
others,  and  by  cooperating  with 
his  conservation  department  at  all 
times.  These  rules  constitute  a 
minimum  personal  conservation 
creed. 

j  1949  NORTH  AMERICAN 
WILDLIFE  CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULED 

The  14th  North  American  Wild- 
life Conference  will  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  the  Wildlife 
Management  Institute,  which  spon- 
sors the  annual  3-day  international 
assembly  announced  recently.  The 
1949  Conference  will  be  staged 
March  7,  8,  and  9,  in  the  Wash- 
ington Statler,  one  of  the  most 
modern  hotels  in  America,  and 
adequate  guest  room  accommoda- 
tions have  been  guaranteed  there 
and  in  other  nearby  hotels. 

Nearly  1,500  conservationists 
from  all  over  North  America  at- 
tended this  year's  Conference  in 
Saint  Louis  last  February,  and, 
with  the  next  meeting  scheduled  in 
the  nation's  capitol  near  the  large 
eastern  cities,  Institute  officials 
predict  an  ever  larger  attendance 
for  1949. 

Most  of  the  game  and  fish  ad- 
ministrators, technicians,  scien- 
tists, educators,  and  students  con- 
cerned with  natural  resources  in 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
Mexico  will  attend  the  forthcom- 
ing Conference.  This  yearly  gath- 
ering provides  an  opportunity  for 
all  persons  interested  in  conserva- 
tion to  exchange  viewpoints  and 
discuss  new  techniques  and  poli- 
cies. The  sessions  permit  the 
sportsman  and  all  others  inter- 
ested to  meet  the  foremost  leaders 
in  the  different  fields  of  restora- 
tion and  management  of  natural 
resources  and  to  keep  up  with  cur- 
rent trends. 


CHARGED   WITH   KILLING 
TWENTY-NINE   GROSBECS 

Agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  arrested  a 
resident  of  Gretna  found  hunting 
in  Lafourche  Parish  and  charged 
him  with  illegal  hunting  when 
they  found  29  Grosbec  in  his  pos- 
session. The  Grosbec  were  confis- 
cated and  donated  to  the  Mt.  Car- 
mel  Convent  at  Thibodaux.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  case  were  Agents 
Waguespack,  Hebert,  Trocchiano 
and  Santos. 


LOUISIANA    GAME,    FUR    AND    FISH 


OURS  TO  ENJOY,  NOT  DESTROY 


Look  Out,  Here  Come  The  Nature  Lovers 


By    P.    L.    Ricker,    President 
Wild    Flower  Preservation   Society 

Wild  flowers,  as  well  as  all 
of  our  other  natural  resources, 
should  be  used  wisely.  In  our  more 
populous  areas  they  are  disappear- 
ing more  rapidly  than  any  other 
comparable  resource.  Even  in 
many  of  the  "wild  areas"  some  of 
the  most  valuable  and  delicate 
forms  face  a  grim  struggle  for 
survival. 

Much  of  our  wild  flower  de- 
struction is  due  to  advancing  civili- 
zation, such  as  clearing  for  farm 
land,  increased  grazing,  commer- 
cial developments,  and  to  fires. 
Except  to  prevent  unnecessary 
burning,  there  is  little  we  can  do 
to  stop  this  loss. 

There  is  one  source  of  tremend- 
ous loss,  however,  that  each  and 
every  one  of  us  can  help  to  mini- 
mize and  that  is  the  toll  taken  by 
our  "nature  lovers". 

Raids  as  depicted  by  Mr.  Dar- 
ling are  much  more  common  than 
are  generally  believed.  Anyone 
who  has  enjoyed,  studied,  and 
photographed  wild  flowers  in  wil- 
derness areas  has  witnessed  some 
destruction,   and  near  large   cities 


"wild    flower    raiders"    are    very 
common. 

In  the  early  days  of  road  con- 
struction for  the  Shenandoah  Na- 
tional Park  many  people  were  able 
to  secure  permits  to  preview  this 
wonderful  area.  Doubtless,  few 
abused  the  confidence,  but  on  one 
occasion  two  carloads  of  adults 
were  actually  found  in  the  Cres- 
cent Rock  area  with  spades,  trow- 


(Editor's  Note:  The  accom- 
panying article  and  the  cartoon 
above  by  J.  N.  "Ding"  Dar- 
ling is  another  in  a  series  of 
conservation  educational  fea- 
tures being  run  monthly  in  this 
publication  and  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  Louisiana  weekly  news- 
papers in  the  interest  of  con- 
servation   education.) 


els,  and  forks  and  were  making  it  a 
shambles  for  the  benefit  of  their 
personal  wild  flower  gardens;  and 
in  the  fall  another  large  party 
was  found  stripping  the  mountain 
ash  trees  of  their  large  clusters 
of  beautiful  bright-red  fruits. 

Because  of  so  many  other  raids 
the  Crescent  Rock  area  was  largely 
denuded    of    its   former    extensive 


rock  garden  flora  and  has  shown 
little  recovery  over  a  ten-year 
period.  Doubtless  other  national 
and  state  park  areas  throughout 
the  country  were  similarly  treated 
before  a  more  strict  supervision 
was  provided. 

It  does  not  take  much  imagina- 
tion to  see  what  happens  in  wild 
areas    less    closely    supervised. 

Education  and  public  sentiment 
is  the  sure-fire  way  to  prevent  this 
needless  destruction.  Public  senti- 
ment is  particularly  effective. 

One  example  stands  out  in  my 
mind.  During  World  War  I  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  vicinity, 
people  were  stripping  the  blossom- 
covered  branches  from  the  flower- 
ing dogwood  trees  in  great  quanti- 
ties. They  were  urged  through  a 
three-week  newspaper  campaign  to 
observe  the  results  of  their  vandal- 
ism. The  result  was  public  senti- 
ment brought  to  such  a  peak  that 
audible  criticism  of  anyone  seen 
with  dogwood  branches  put  a  stop 
to  the  raids,  and  the  effects  of 
the  campaign  lasted  for  many 
years. 

Most  of  our  native  plants  were 
doubtless  placed  on  this  earth  for 
us  to  enjoy  in  moderation.  Collect- 
ing of  the  flowers  of  a  few  species 
does  little  more  harm  than  cutting 
roses  from  a  bush.  Unfortunately, 
many  are  injured  by  extensive 
picking. 

Your  part  in  the  conservation  of 
our  wild  flower  resources  is  two- 
fold. Think  carefully  before  you 
pick,  cut  or  dig;  and,  add  your 
voice  to  the  growing  multitude 
who  condemn  the  "wild  flower 
raiders". 

Propose  Use  of 
Private  Lands  for 
Game  Preserves 

Under  the  terms  of  House  Bill 
number  195  which  has  already 
passed  the  House  and  is  pending 
in  the  Senate,  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  would  bs 
authorized  to  enter  into  agree- 
ments with  private  land  owners 
for  the  use  of  stipulated  areas  to 
be  designed  for  the  purposes  of 
fish  and  game  preserves. 

No  compensation  or  payment  is 
to  be  made  for  the  use  of  any 
such  private  lands  that  may  be  ob- 
tained for  periods  of  not  less  than 
25  years,  but  such  areas  as  are 
turned  over  for  game  and  fish 
preserves  shall  be  relieved  from 
all  taxation,  state  parish  and  dis- 
trict during  the  period  of  time 
they  are  used  for  such  purposes. 

The  Bill  was  introduced  by 
Representatives  Williams  of  De- 
Soto  Parish  and  passed  the  House 
on  June  7th  by  a  vote  of  80  to  0. 


Propose  Reduction 
In  Angling  License 
For  Non-Residents 

Non-resident  angling  licenses 
will  be  reduced  from  $10  to  $5 
per  year  and  a  short  term  tourist 
angling  license,  which  was  re- 
pealed two  years  ago,  will  again 
be  in  effect  in  Louisiana,  under 
terms  of  two  bills  introduced  in 
the  Legislature. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  known  as 
S.  B.  3  by  Senator  Tooke,  pro- 
vides for  this  change,  and  in  the 
House,  H.  B.  12  by  Representa- 
tives Brown,  Hunter,  Jack,  Fried- 
man and  Sanders  was  almost 
identical. 

As  originally  introduced,  the 
bills  provided  for  a  $2  tourist 
angling  license  good  for  five  days, 
in  addition  to  the  annual  license 
of  $5.  The  House  bill  was  amended 
to  extend  the  short  term  angling 
license  for  seven  days  and  passed 
the  House  on  June  2nd  by  a  vote 
of  88  to  1.  It  was  approved  by  a 
Senate  Committee  on  June  11  and 
is  on  the  Senate  Calendar  for  final 
passage. 

Senator  Tooke's  bill  containing 
practically  the  same  provisions, 
including  a  section  that  would 
limit  the  possession  limit  of  fish 
by  a  non-resident  angler  to  50  of 
any  species,  passed  the  Senate  on 
June  1st  by  a  vote  of  34  to  0.  On 
June  3rd  it  was  referred  to  the 
House  Committee  on  Judiciary, 
Section  A. 


AGENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN 
MAY   ARRESTS 

I  Coster  Archibald  2 

|  Jack  W.  Bates  4 

Ivy  Beard  7 

John    Busalacchi    1 

I  Steve  Collins  2 

J  R.  A.  Davis 1 

Tom  Duck  1 

Edwin  Fairbanks  9 

i  Brogan  Fairchild  6 

T.  H.  Forman,  Jr 4 

E.  B.  Head  2 

James  E.  Harveston 2 

Geo.   Hudson   1 

Clarence  Hood  1 

Lesma  Hebert  2 

Ardon  E.  Jones 7 

Woodrow    LeBorde 1 

Cullen  J.  Landry  2 

Buckner  LeBlanc 4 

Chappel   Magee   7 

Spencer  Maxwell  — 1 

R.  S.  Millikin 7 

Buford   Patterson   6 

Armand  Petit  4 

Harry  C.  Reno 4 

Lawrence   Sintes  1 

Frank  Trocchiano   1 

Ferdie  Trouille 1 

Chas.  Ventrella  7 

Hector  Wakuespack 1 


Eight 
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$1.00  each,  in  addition  to  a  state 
license,  is  required  of  every  water- 
Ifowl  hunter  over  16  years  of  age. 


Louisiana  Among 

Leaders  in  Sales 

Of  U.  S.  Duck  Stamps   t  Minne^a .  ?*  175/.151„ duck 

r  stamps  sold,  led  the  nation  during 
Louisana  ranked  thirteenth  the  1046-47  season.  Second  was 
among  the  States  of  the  nation  I  California  with  154,652.  Texas 
in  sales  of  U.  S.  Duck  Stamps  for! was  third  with  125,823.  The  next 
the  fiscal  year  from  July  1,  1946  j  ten  high  states  included  Michigan, 
to  June  30,  1947.  This  was  re- 1  117,294;  Wisconsin,  102,971,  Illi- 
vealed   in   a   report   by   Albert   M.  in°is.    93,387;    South    Dakota,    82, 


367;  Washington,  81,596;  New 
York,  62,680;  Oregon,  56,411; 
Kansas,  55,282;  Iowa,  54,925  and 
Louisiana,    53,490. 


Day,  Director  of  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  to  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  J.  A.  Krug. 

The  number  of  hunting  licenses 
sold  throughout  the  nation  during 
the    fiscal    year    ending    June    30,  ; 

1947,  reached  the  incredible  peak  Louisiana  Parks 
of  12,066,763,  Mr.  Day  reported. 
The  increase  in  licenses  sold  dur- 
ing the  1946-47  period  amounted 
to  2,212.450,  while  fees  were  in- 
creased by  $8,753,003  in  compari- 
son with  the  previous  year  when 
sportsmen  broke  all  previous  exist- 
ing records  to  spend  $19,805,444 
for    9,854,313   hunting  licenses. 

"Shortened  work  weeks,  good 
wages,  good  roads,  airports  scat- 
tered all  over  the  country,  new 
high-powered  guns,  all  of  these 
factors  have  combined  to  provide 
the  incentive  for  more  Americans 
than  ever  before  to  seek  their 
relaxation  in  hunting  trips",  said 
Mr.  Day.  "Maintaining  a  supply  of 
game  birds  and  animals  to  with- 
stand this  heavy  drain  is  the  chief 
problem  that  confronts  the 
country's  wildlife  administrators 
today." 

In  volume  of  revenue  received 
from  hunting  licenses  Pennsylvania 
led  all  other  states  with  $1,896,- 
016.  South  Dakota  was  second, 
followed  by  Michigan,  New  York, 
Washington,  California,  Colorado,  I 
Missouri,      Oregon      and      Illinois.  | 

Louisiana's  revenue  from  hunting   RICHLAND   PARISH   GROUP 
licenses    during    the    fiscal    period  |  PUSHES  MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE 
ending   June    30,    1947,   amounted 


Commission  to 
Be  Recreated 

The  Louisiana  State  Parks 
Commission  will  be  recreated  un- 
der terms  of  Senate  Bill  329  by 
Senator  Gardiner  which  has  passed 
the  Senate  and  is  now  in  the 
House. 

Under  this  bill,  the  Louisiana 
State  Parks  Commission  would  be 
composed  of  nine  members,  four 
state  officials  and  five  members 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
The  four  state  officials  who  would 
be  members  of  the  Parks  Com- 
mission are  the  Registrar  of  the 
State  Land  Office,  the  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries.  The  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commissioner  would  be 
chairman  of  the  Commission.  The 
bill  provides  also  that  the  Com- 
mission shall  be  domiciled  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


Propose  Repeal 
Of  $2  Resident 
Hunting  License 

The  cost  of  a  resident  hunting 
license  will  be  $1  per  year  and 
for  non-residents  the  annual  hunt- 
ing license  will  be  $25  per  year, 
under  provisions  of  House  Bill 
number  222  by  Representatives 
Blasi,  Wimberly  and  Angelle. 

This  Bill  repeals  Acts  22  and 
332  of  1946.  Act  332  provided  a 
$25  non-resident  hunting  license, 
while  Act  22  of  1946  provided  a 
$2  resident  hunting  license,  with 
provisions  that  the  additional  dol- 
lar shall  be  dedicated  for  specific 
purposes. 

House  Bill  222  repeals  both  of 
these  acts  of  1946,  and  fixes  the 
resident  license  fee  at  $1  and  the 
non-resident  fee  at  $25.  The  Bill 
passed  the  House  on  May  27th  by 
a  vote  of  88  to  1,  has  been  ap- 
proved   by    a    Senate    Committee 


|  and  at  the  time  of  going  to  press 
iwith  this  issue  on  June   15th  was 

on    the    Senate    calendar   awaiting 

final    passage. 


WILD  LIFE  AGENTS   MAKE 
45   ARRESTS   DURING   MAY 

A  total  of  45  arrests  were  made 
by  agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  during  the 
month  of  May.  Violations  ranged 
from  angling  without  a  license  to 
pollution  of  stream  and  occurred 
in   16  parishes. 


NON-RESIDENT    COMMERCIAL 
LICENSE  BILL  DEFEATED 

Senate  Bill  No.  119  by  Senator 
Rappelet  which  proposed  a  non- 
resident commercial  fishermen's 
license  at  $200  per  year  and  a 
non-resident  commercial  fishermen 
boat  licenses  at  $2500  per  year 
was  indefinitely  postponed  by  the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  21  to  5. 


The  hippopotamus  is  really  a  pig. 
His  name  means  river  horse. 


Highest  Courts  in  Land  Uphold  Principle 
of  Fish  and  Game  Legislation 


to  $357,904. 

In  the  number  of  hunting- 
licenses  sold  during  the  1946-47 
season,  Michigan  continued  to  top 
the  list,  reporting  1,046,839  sales. 
Following  in  order  were  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York,  Ohio,  Minne- 
sota, Colorado,  Washington  and 
Wisconsin. 

During  the  1946-47  season, 
Louisiana  reported  a  total  sale  of 
170,396  hunting  licenses,  of  which 
744  were  sold  to  non-residents  and 
169,652  went  to  residents  of 
Louisiana. 

The  sale  of  Federal  migratory- 
bird  hunting  stamps  commonly 
called  "duck  stamps",  also  broke 
all  previous  records.  Sportsmen 
purchased  2,016,819  of  these, 
stamps  for  use  during  the  1946-47  ! lah'  and  others 


The  Richland  Parish  Wildlife 
Protective  Association  held  its 
June  meeting  at  Delhi  and  heard 
reports  that  its  membership  com- 
paign  is  making  good  progress. 
Principal  speaker  at  the  meeting 
was  F.  E.  Hernandez,  Leesville, 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation.  Mayor  W.  H. 
Farmer  of  Delhi  presided  as  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies.  W.  R.  Coenen 
of  Rayville  is  president  of  the 
group. 

Among  other  guests  present  at 
the  meeting  were  Major  James 
Brown,  representing  Wildlife  Com- 
missioner Ernest  S.  Clements, 
Judge  Frank  Voelker,  Lake  Provi- 
dence, J.  W.  Love,  director  of  the 
Wildlife    Federation    from    Tallu- 


season,  as  compared  to  1,725,505 
stamps  sold  during  the  previous 
season.     The     Federal     stamp     at 


Motion  pictures  on  wildlife  were 
shown  by  J.  E.  Morgan  of  the 
Department's   education   division. 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE: — Many  of  our  good  citizens  may 
imagine  that  the  game  and  fish  laws  of  Louisiana  are  new 
and  exceptional,  and,  maybe,  devised  to  harass  the  people, 
or  merely  to  obtain  revenue.  It  is  therefore  interesting  to 
know  that  many  of  the  laws  of  Louisiana  are  similar  to  laws 
which  in  some  instances,  were  enacted  scores  of  years  ago 
by  other  states  and  upheld  by  various  courts.  Excerpts  of 
some  decisions  rendered  by  the  highest  courts  are  presented 
below. 


"That  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  wild  game, 
birds  and  fish  within  the  State,  has  the  right  to  establish  open  sea- 
sons in  which  certain  kinds  may  be  taken,  and  to  prescribe  the  manner 
and  limit  of  such  taking,  as  well  as  to  prohibit  other  kinds  from 
being  taken  at  all,  is  unquestioned."  Dieterich  v.  Fargo,  104  N.  Y. 
Supp.   334,   336. 

"It  is  now  settled  that  the  sovereignty  is  the  owner  of  wild  game, 
on  the  idea  that  animals,  birds  and  fishes,  wild  by  nature,  may  be 
preserved  as  a  food  supply  for  all  the  inhabitants.  It  is  settled  that 
the  sovereignty  may  have  closed  seasons,  in  which  the  destruction 
of  all  wild  fish  and  game  may  be  actually  forbidden."  Campbell  v. 
Brooks,  93  Miss.  846,  853. 

"The  fish  within  our  waters  constitute  the  most  important  con- 
stituent of  that  species  of  property  commonly  designated  as  wild  game, 
the  general  right  and  ownership  of  which  is  in  the  people  of  the 
State,  as  in  England  it  was  in  the  king;  and  the  right  and  power  to 
protect  and  preserve  such  property  for  the  common  use  and  benefit 
is  one  of  the  recognized  prerogatives  of  the  sovereign,  coming  to  us 
from  the  common  law,  and  preserved  and  expressly  provided  for  by 
the  statutes  of  this  and  every  other  State  of  the  Union."  People  v. 
Truckee  Lumber  Co.,  116  Cal.  397,  400. 

"We  understand  it  to  be  well  settled  in  at  least  American  juris- 
prudence that,  without  the  aid  of  a  statute,  and  as  a  part  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  this  country,  the  title  of  game  animals,  birds  and  fish  is 
in  the  State  as  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  its  citizens."  Acklen  1. 
Thompson,  122  Tenn.  43,  51. 

A  hunter,  though  standing  in  a  place  where  he  has  a  legal  right 
to  be,  has  no  right  to  shoot  over  the  premises  of  an  adjoining  owner, 
or  to  go  on  to  the  premises  to  get  game  which  has  fallen  there. 
Whittaker  v.  Stangvick,  100  Minn.  386. 


